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‘If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water." 
by Loren Eiseley The immense Journey 
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Synopsis 
Water evokes primeval emotions in all of us. Its magic is powerful and universal. It 
is axiomatic that people love water and want to reach it and touch it. 
Waterfront, as defined as the dynamic area of a city where land and water meet, plays 
an extremely important role in shaping a good city. It is a valuable city resource and 
should be seen as in public ownership. Full access to the waterfront should be 
regarded as the right for every citizen. 
Hong Kong has indisputably been blessed with good fortune. It is surrounded by 
water and it has about 2.5 miles of shoreline along the Victoria Harbour. Its location 
on the harbour makes it rich, both economically and naturally. 
The Harbour becomes a sense of its image and its essence. Waterfront in Hong 
Kong could actually be made to become a recreational zone nourishing the busy and 
congested inner city. 
However, Hong Kong has long been lacking a long-range vision in developing its 
waterfront. People always try to find the ‘quick-fix’ solutions for their development, 
resulting in sacrifice of the public in enjoying the waterfront. 
Hong Kong is already unique in its high density and compactness that becomes an 
identity of itself. It really contains the great opportunity of developing a fascinating 
waterfront along the Harbour that the whole world would admire. 
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1 • Project Introduction 
1.1 Underlying Interest 
'Water' plays an extremely important role in human lives, not 
only because of our physiological needs but more important of 
our psychological need. Water conveys a special meaning to 
us. 
In urban design, a nice waterfront contributes a lot to a city and 
all cities enjoy the proximity of rivers and harbour. 
Hong Kong is surrounded by water but it does not make good 
use of the natural blessings of the water environment. Many of 
the opportunities of relating buildings and public spaces to the 
waterfront are not fully exploited, particularly along the Hong 
Kong Island waterfront. There are many highways and huge 
buildings cutting the city from the water's edge, preventing 
people from approaching the waterfront. 
The waterfront is a very dynamic area of a city where 丨and and 
water meet. Waterfront architecture should carry a very 
different language from those in the centre of a city. It is a 
transition of both form and function. 
1-2 Main Theme 
To demonstrate a better connection and transition betweftn the 
waterfront and the urban centre via an architecture design. 
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1.3 Goals and Objectives 
To propose a waterfront scheme containing a building and waterfront 
amenities which: 
• allows entire accessibility and increases the walkability of the public, 
• imposes a better connection between the waterfront area (i.e. the city's 
edge) and the inside city, 
• animates the waterfront area with a variety of human activities, uses and 
choices to provide a strong sense of place, 
• involves citizens of all ages directly with their environment and the 
waterfront, 
• creates an interesting sequence of experience as one walks through the 
inner city to the waterfront. 
1 -4 Area of Study 
In this thesis, three major areas will be studied. They are: 
1. The quality and amenities of the waterfront area, 
2- The connection and transition between the inner city and the waterfront, 
3. Form, function and language of a waterfront architecture. 
1-5 Hypothesis 
My hypothesis is: 
Base on the notion that all cities enjoy the proximity of harbour and free access 
to waterfront is the right for every citizen, Hong Kong's waterfront could be 
highly vitalized by 1) improving the quality of the waterfront area and, 2) having 
a better connection with the city hinterland and the waterfront. 
Norman Foster's sketch of Hong Kong Bank showing a sense of space flow 
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1 -6 Methodology 
The thesis undergoes the following processes: 
1 Character Identification 一 Main focus is put on the Hong Kong Island waterfront and a site walk is 
carried out to identify problems and potentials. 
Data Collection 一 Data on future planning of HK waterfront areas and analytical reports on waterfront 
projects are collected. Historical background information of the Victoria Harbour will also be useful in 
responding to the unique context of Hong Kong. 
Interviews 一 People from government and private sectors are interviewed to get comments, opinions 
and information on the project. 
Case Studies - Different case studies are done responding to different levels of the process. Both 
local and overseas projects are included. By studying how other cities structure their waterfronts and 
what issues they deal with, some patterns are obtained. 
Issue Analysis 一 Identifying and analyzing important issues for the project. 
Site Selection - A site with the greatest potentials and with interest will be selected for demonstrating 
ideas. 
Design Proposals — Different design proposals and options are tried out and explored. 
Final Design — A final design proposal are formed from the different options. It will include a building 
design and a portion of waterfront area with different amenities. 
3 
Project Theme: A transition between waterfront and the 
inner city. 
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' 糧 it be the ultimate way of appreciating our waterfront?' 
2. Project Background 
2. Project Background 
2.1 A Site Walk from North Point 
to Kennedy Town 
In fact, the Victoria Harbour represents the visual focus of 
Hong Kong and is the typical picturesque view of the 
Metropolitan area. 
However, if we examined in detail on the northern shore 
of Hong Kong Island, we will find that most of the actual 
waterfront is of a rather bland quality 
Causeway Bay-
Central - Causeway Bay 
Kennedy Town - Central 
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Causeway Bay - North Point 
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Central - Causeway Bay 
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Central wi Kenned 
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2.2 A Conclusion from the Site Walk 
Here is a summary of the site walk identifying the main 
problems of the waterfront area at the northern side of 
Hong Kong Island: 
• Highly inaccessible - Many parts are inaccessible 
to the public through obstructions of various kinds. 
• Building lacking communication with water 
body- Massive buildings were just dumped along 
the city's edge, leaving a very narrow and dead 
shoreline with no amenities. 
• Lack of Waterfront Amenities - The current 
waterfront is in lack of a variety of activities and 
amenities which are definitely important elements for 
revitalizing the waterfront area. It is really a shame 
that we can hardly identify one single place which 
can provide us a pleasent sitting area to enjoy the 
harbour, except the McDonald near the Fleet 
Building. 
• Highways Barrier- Highways are located very near 
to the waterfront, cutting the city from the waterfront 
area. 
• Not making good use of existing waterfront 
features - There are actually some beautiful 
sceneries along the harbour such as the Typhoon 
Shelter in the Causeway Bay, but the waterfront 
layout does not provide good channel for the public 
to appreciate these amenities. 
• Derelict Spaces - Unused spaces can easily be 
found along the waterfront such as carpark and 
storage area closed by fences. 
In conclusion, the waterfront is in many ways functionally 
isolated from the city itself. 
10 
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2.3 Different role along the Harbour 
As the harbour continues to develop, it is actually divided into two harbours: 
• A New Port on the West 一 As shipping activity shifts westwards, the western side of the Victoria 
Harbour will become a working port with new dockyard facilities, cargo working areas and typhoon 
shelters. 
• An Inner Harbour for Central 一 The shift of working waterfront to the west enables the Central-
Causeway Bay harbour to act like an inner harbour with more of an amenity purpose. New waterfront 
uses such as promenades, water basins, festival markets and public parks can be linked together and 
with the cultural buildings, bringing the city to the harbour and vice versa. 
A new port on the west 
/ / I V ^ ^ 、 
An inner Harbour for Central 
11 
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Cultural amenities - the City Hall Institutional Buildings - the Hong Kong Institute of Performing 
Arts 
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Site Photos 
r/ew towards the city hinterland showing the Tamar Reclaimed Basin 
The Convention 
Exhibition Centre 
becomes a dominant 
focal point along the 
harbour. 
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Some quiet 
activities can be 
found along the 
existing waterfront 
promenade in front 
of the Tamar site. 
Views towards the harbour from the Tamar Site 
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Star Ferry terminal 
Potential Linkage between Cultural Amenities 
Cultursil amenities 
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Pedestrian Movement and Activities 
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Major pedestrian route 
Elevated Walkway 
O Activity nodes and generator 
Activities on Special Occasions 
On Sundays and some special holidays, parts of 
the Chater Road near the Central MTR station will 
be closed for pedestrian only. Together with the 
Statue Square, the Edinburgh Place, the Memorial 
Garden and the City Hall, it becomes a major 
activity node and generator in Central. 
MTR station 






Open Space Corridor 
w m r 
2.5 Site Background 
In order to cope with the new Central-Wanchai reclamation plan, the 
government has proposed two major redevelopments. The first 
one is a redevelopment of the City Hall. The aim is to provide a 
new City Hall with richer cultural and educational facilities for the 
public and to integrate better with the proposed Open Space 
Corridor. 
The second development is a new Government Headquarter at the 
Tamar Reclaimed Basin. This Headquarter will provide a total 
GFA of 240,000 sq.m. accommodating 8000 staffs. 
2.6 Building Type Selection 
For a waterfront project, the building type plays an important part. 
Since waterfronts are dramatic sites for public, educational and 
cultural facilities such as museums, aquariums and town hall are 
building types with greater potential to involve citizens of all ages 
directly with their environment. 
In this thesis, a new development of the City Hall was selected as a 
testing project to demonstrate the main theme, which is the 
integration of city and waterfront. 
2.7 Site Selection 
Three possible and potential sites are selected along the Central-Wanchai waterfront. The pros and cons of 
each site are identified and compared so as to find out a more suitable site area for the new Town Hail. The 
three options are as follows: 
V S - V U ^ S N \ V f S V 
\ 、/O \ 、、VI、、 
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Option 
Redevelop and extend the existing City Hall within its original site and integrate it with the Memorial Garden. 
Construction will undergo different phrases to allow a continuous provision of the amenities. 
VtCTOR!A HAfiSOiJH 
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Option 2 
Taking the present strategy of Central Reclamation area into consideration, locate a new City Hall with 
extended amenities somewhere adjacent to the Statue Square and the proposed Open Space Corridor. 
ViCTOfiiA HAnnoiiR 
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Option 3 
Taking the Government Central-Wanchai Reclamation Plan into consideration, relocate a new City Hall on 
the Tamar Site to act as a focal cultural spot integrating the waterfront from the Star Ferry to the Extension of 
Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
19 
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Pros and Cons of Options 
Site Options Pros Cons 
1. Redevelop and extend the 參 It is more economical to build a • Existing structure becomes 
existing City Hall within its new building on the old one. parts of the design constraints. 
original site and integrate it • Some of the old building with 參 Provision of facilities may be 
with the Memorial Garden. historical value can be reserved. interrupted by the new 
• Urban design consideration is construction. 
minimized. 參 Lack of contribution to the 
future development of the 
surroundings. 
2. Taking the present strategy • Urban design for the area is • Constrained and confined by 
of Central Reclamation area finished by the Government. the master planning of the 
into consideration, locate a • Potential to integrate with the Government. 
new City Hall with extended Open Space Corridor. • The worthiness of the new 
amenities somewhere building would be questioned if 
adjacent to the Statue the two sites are too close. 
Square and the proposed 參 Good linkage or 'transition' 
Open Space Corridor. already exists, so decreases 
the impact of this thesis. 
3. Taking the Government • Potential to integrate the • Confined by the master 
Central-Wanchai adjacent civic and cultural planning by the Government 
Reclamation Plan into buildings to form a crucial stripe • Urban consideration is very in 
consideration, relocate a of cultural waterfront in Hong need since the master 
new City Hall on the Tamar Kong. planning is not detailed 
Site to act as a focal cultural 參 Higher flexibility on building enough. 
spot integrating the design and it enhances the 
waterfront from the Star addition of new amenities. 
Ferry to the Extension of • Highest potential for 
Convention and Exhibition demonstrating the idea of 
Centre. 'transition'. 
• Contribution to the waterfront 
environment is maximized. 
20 
“4 successful waterfront or port is a city's life-blood, nourishing the 
people and the city itself." 
by Andrew Andersons Urban Design Quarterly, July 1991 
3. Project Brief 
The museum in the first City Hall 
一 / . 
Hong Kong ’s first City Hall 
City Hall under construction 
The first City Hall in 1869 
With a total budget of HK$100,000 collected by 
donation, the first City Hall was built in 1869. It was a 
two-storey complex situated along Queen's Road, the 
first main road of the settlement casually built along an 
existing path running by the shore. The first City Hall 
housed a theatre, a library, a museum and a suite of 
assembly rooms. It signified the beginning of an era 
of cultural endeavor in Hong Kong. 
In 1933, the first City Hall was demolished to enable 
the redevelopment of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank Headquarter. 
The New City Hall in 1962 
In 1962’ a new City Hall was built with a cost of HK$20 
million. Instead of great colonnades and arches the 
old city had, this new one contained a clean and 
almost starkly utilitarian building on a new reclamation 
site in the Central District of Hong Kong Island, some 
200 metres from the original location. 
Both the old and new City Hall shared a common 
heritage. Each commanded a conspicuous position 
on the waterfront, indicating their important value to 
Hong Kong. 
The New City Hall in 1962 
21 
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3. Project Brief 
3.1 Historical Background of City Hall 
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3.2 Functional Background of City Hall 
The City Hall houses great variety of cultural facilities, which can hardly be provided by other venues. Over 
the past 36 years, it has drawn together the people of Hong Kong into an integrated community. 
It is comprised of two separate blocks with a connecting memorial garden in the center. The low block 
houses a concert hall, a theatre, an exhibition hall and a restaurant The 11 -storey high block contains the 
(ynba" Council main library, a marriage registry, an exhibition gallery, two committee rooms and offices of the 
Cultural Services Department. 
The City Hall's facilities may be hired by the public for cultural and other functions or used by the council for 
exhibitions and performances. 
Individual functions of facilities 
Low Block 
Foyer 
It is on the ground floor of the low block and offers a 
spacious area in which visitors congregate before 
and after performances in the adjoining concert hall 
and theatre. There is a refreshment bar near the 
staircase which is a nice resting-place for the 
public. 
Exhibition Hall 
It offers 450 sq.m. of area for display. It also gives 
access to an elevated walkway overlooking the 
waterfront. 
Concert Hall 
The concert Hall is designed for various activities 
including symphony concerts, chamber music, 
choral and soloist recitals, jazz and pop 
performances, school events, lectures and 
conferences, Chinese opera, ballet, drama and 
western opera. 
With a seating capacity of 1488 in the auditorium, 
including a balcony of 387 seats, it can 
accommodate 100 musicians on its orchestral 
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Theatre 
The theatre is designed for smaller, more intimate 
productions and is particularly suited to the needs of drama 
performances. In contrast to the concert hall, it creates an 
intimate feeling between actors and audience. It seats 
467 and can be converted into a cinema. It has a sound 
control room containing audio-mixing and control consoles. 
Restaurant 
The restaurant, which serves Chinese dimsum during lunch 
hours and banquets in the evening, can accommodate over 
500 guests. A cafe on the first floor serves European 
cuisine. 
High Block 
Urban Council Chamber 
The Urban Council Chamber is a separate block adjacent to 
the Low Block. It contains its own entrance lobby and 
reception area. 
Libraries 
The Urban Council's public libraries occupy 7 out of the 11 
floors of the high block. It is divided into different parts 
including a junior library, a music listening library, a 
reference library and the lending library. 
Marriage Registry 
This is the only unit in the whole City Hail Complex which is 
not administered by the Urban Council but by the 
Immigration Department. It does bring to the City Hall and 
the memorial garden many joyful moments and creates a 
touch of festivity. 
Memorial Garden 
The memorial garden is a tribute to those Hong Kong 
residents who gave their lives in defense of Hong Kong 
during the war years. It is set in the heart of the city 
forming a quiet retreat from the bustle all around. At 
noon, office workers with their lunch boxes occupy all the 
long benches there. 
Theatre 
The Urban Council Library 
Marriage joyful moment 
Memorial Garden 
3 2 
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3.3 Client Profile 
Client of the this project : the Provisional Urban Council 
After the reunification between Hong Kong and 
China，the Urban Council was re-constituted as the 
Provisional Urban Council with the same remit and 
responsibilities. 
Select Committees 
The Council decides policy and exercises control 
through 14 Select Committees. They are namely 
Administration, Finance, Capital Works, Culture, 
Entertainment, Libraries, Museums, Public Health, 
Liquor Licensing Board, Markets and Street 
Traders，Review, Recreation and Public Accounts. 
Four working branches 
The Urban Services Department is the executive 
arm of the Provisional Urban Council, and the 
Director of Urban Services is the Chief Executive of 
the Council. 
The Department carries out its responsibilities 
through 4 branches - Administration, Culture and 
Entertainment, Environmental Health, and Leisure 
Services Branch. 
Culture and Entertainment Branch 
The Culture, Entertainment, Libraries and 
Museums Select Committees are under the Culture 
and Entertainment Branch to handle policy and 
operations relating to major cultural venues. 
The Urban Council's Culture and Entertainment 
Select Committees are responsible for overseeing 
the management of the City Hail and the quality 
and quantity of the Urban Council's cultural 
presentations, while the Libraries Select Committee 
is responsible for managing all public Urban 
Council's libraries including the one in the City Hall. 
Outdoor film activities 
Outdoor concert 




Study on reclamation plan for Central Wanchai area by the Government in 1992 
Principal Reasons of Reclamation 
The followings are the major reasons which are stated by 
the government to support the reclamation plan: 
• Financial factor 一 As Hong Kong continues to 
develop, the need for the provision of land for new 
development increases. Reclamation can definitely 
provide the government with a great amount of land 
for both sale and other new development. 
• Improving the transport condition - a new 
transportation plan goes with the reclamation plan, 
which helps to release the existing congested 
transportation network. 
• New opportunity for the society - the reclamation 
programme is a remarkable opportunity to improve 
the urban environment and facilitate new design 
initiatives such as a new waterfront environment. 
• Improving the water quality - reclamation can 
eliminate polluted water bodies while allowing 
implementation of new sewerage and drainage 
schemes to serve wider catchment areas. 
• A natural extension - reclamation also allows for 
natural extension of existing development areas, 
infrastructure and transport networks. 
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3.4 Government Reclamation Plan 
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3-5 Objections to Government's Reclamation Plan 
Basically, the principal reason for the government to reclaim 
the harbour is to provide more lands for building more A-
Grade Offices in Central and Wanchai, which is to a great 
degree from a financial point of view. 
As many other people or organizations in Hong Kong, I am 
seriously objecting the reclamation of 38 hector of land in 
Central & Wanchai. The voices of objection can be grouped 
as follows: 
• Unacceptable Shore Distance - For many people in 
Hong Kong, it is very hard to accept the result of 
narrowing down the shore distance to 860m after the 
reclamation. The shore distance is not only a pure 
numerical value, but more important it represents a 
psychological perception in people's mind in perceiving 
and appreciating the harbour. The definition of a 
'harbour' is very different from that of a 'river'. 
• Environmental Problems — The harbour is one of the 
valuable natural resources in Hong Kong, such large-
scaled reclamation must definitely destroy this natural 
environment. There must be some other feasible 
solutions for providing lands for commercial uses. 
• Different Needs 一 Hong Kong is full of A-grade Offices, 
what we really in need is a fascinating waterfront which 
can provide leisure spots for people, nourishing the busy 
and congested inside city. 
The minimum shore distance will 





















The original reclamation scheme proposed by 
the government 
Minimal reclamation scheme proposed by 
some developers. 
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3.6 Design Guidelines 
General Requirements 
The followings are the main requirements which provide a broad 
framework for the design of the new development. 
• Full accessibility — It should be a fully accessible waterfront 
which means physical access to and along the water body as 
well as visual access down view corridors. 
• Connection and Transition — The new development should 
promote a sense strong connection and a transition between 
the urban centre and the waterfront. 
• Welcoming Design — The public area and the Town Hall 
should be psychologically welcoming. 
• Mixed-Uses - The design should assist the growth of mixed-
use areas and actively encourage diversity and vitality. “ 
Besides the building design, places are also important to the ^ 
public at large. So promenades, parks, urban squares or other 
informal gathering areas should be included in the programme. 
• Interaction with People — Some 'transactional' businesses that 
provide interaction with people such as shops, markets and 
restaurants should be considered as components of the 
development. 
丨 Effective Linkage between Uses - Effective linkage between 
different uses should be provided to make for liveliness, 
richness and variety of the public realm. 
Integration between building and the water body — Interface 
between building edges, public spaces and the water body 
should be carefully manipulated to form a coherent integration. 
Sense of Place — The physical design of the public domain 
must be 'people friendly' and create a sense of place. 
High Permeability - These developments should be planned/ 
within permeable layout allowing people to move around and 
through different places at ground or elevated levels. Urban 
environments should be as permeable as possible. 
Sense of Identity — Integrate references to the past in the new 
environments in order to reflect a sense of history and provide 
contrast. 
Human Scale 一 Provide for an articulate scale, form and level 
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3.7 Important Issues of Design 
Important Issues Concept Topics Important Issues Concept Topics 




points of entry and 
orientation 
volume £1 门d number 
location 
type of vehicles 
parking 
e. Technical Development restrictions 
Adjacent properties 
2. Act iv i t ies 4. Technical Issues 
a. Types of activity 
Patterns of 
activity 
Time, location and nature 
of the activity 
Kinds of people involved 
Interaction and privacy 






lighting, colours and 
textures, etc. 






Potential of each section 
of the waterfront 




Types and quality 
Image 






c. Hierachy of 
access 
Integration of building and 
in 门 city 




Linkage between streets, 
plaza, parks and other 
urbsi门 slsmsnts 
Streetscape 
Sequence of experience 
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Site Area 




No specific control 
Facilities Total Floor Area (sa.m.) 
High-rise Block 7040 (11 floors) 
Library 4480 (7 out of 11 floors) 
Marriage Registry 1280 
Administrative Office 640 
Low-rise Block 3750 
Concert Hall 1600 
Theatre 550 
Exhibition Hall 400 
Administrative Office 200 
Others 
Urban Council Chamber 600 
Memorial Garden 2500 
Edinburgh Place 2000 
Carpark 2250 
Total Area: 19000 sq.m. 
L」High-riso 曰 lock 
I __I Lev；-rise Block 
Urban Cour.crl Chamber 
Tne MeriK�ri3i G.wien 
Carpark 
• 口 
Usage Concert Hall Theatre 




Usage Rate: 85.7% 86.0% 
29 
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3.8 Outline of Planning Facilities 
Schedule of Accommodation of Existing City Hall 
i i 
^ / U 
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anient 
Site Area 




No specific control 















？ V : ! v _




. . • . 
The new development contains the following facilities: 
1. The New Town HaH 
Description Area required 
(sq.m.) 
Remarks 
Reference library 6000 
Concert hall 2500 
Lecture /film theatre 700 For about 500 persons 
丁0 provide facilities for film programme, lectures, talks, and 
slide shows. 
Exhibition gallery 1000 For special topic art shows and exhibitions. 
Marriage registry 1500 The only facility run by the Immigration Department instead of 
the Urban Council. 
Administration offices 500 
Entrance hail 500 A spacious and welcoming entrance hall which gives a 
pleasant environment for catering large number of visitors and 
users. The area is provided with information desk, location 
maps, direction signs and publicitv Dosters. 
Urban Council Chamber 1000 
Restaurants 800 
Gift shops /bookstore 
/other retail stores 
700 
Carpark 3000 
Service space (15%) 2200 
Circulation Area (15%) 2500 
Total Area: 25000 sq.m. 
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2. Outdoor Public Ameniti^y 
Description Area required 
(sq.irU 
Remarks 
Waterfront cafe 500 Can be treated as an extension of the indoor 
restaurants from the Town Hall. 
Outdoor exhibition area 600 To be connected with the indoor exhibition gallery 
of the Town Hall to provide spaces for outdoor 
display and exhibition. 
Outdoor performance area 1000 
Waterfront promenade 6000 
Public parks 4000 
Ouhioor marketplace or exhibit“ 
f j j , j ； : 、 、 , 
i l i f 
Water/rout promemulc 
Wmerfrom cafe and lesmumnt 
31 
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3-9 Detailed Schedule of Accommodation for the New Town Hall 
i _ _ T h e Urban Counci l 's Library 
The Urban Council's public library consists of an adult 
lending library, a children's library, a reference section, 
and an audio-visual section. It accommodates totally 
about 400,000 books. 







1.1 Adult Lending 
Library 
2000 Yes It possesses about 200,000 books. 
1.2 Junior Library 1000 Yes It possesses about 60,000 volumes. 
1.3 Reference Library 1500 Yes It possesses about 150,000 volumes. 
1.4 Newspaper & 
Periodicals 
Reading Room 
500 Yes It provides current and back issues of 
local and foreign newspapers, as well as 









1.7 Staff Office 300 Yes 
1.8 Security Control 
Room 
50 Yes To house CCTV and security equipment. 
1.9 Cloakroom 50 Yes 
( 
Place for users to check in their 
belongings. It also serves as a security 
control measure. 
1.9.1 Washrooms 100 Yes 
( 
The number depends on the general 
design of the building and the regulation, 
rhe handicapped should be catered for. 
Total Area: 6500 
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2. The Concert Hall 
The Concert Hall is designed for grand concerts, chamber 
music, pop performances, opera and large-scaled drama. 
It is also the regular concert venue of the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong Kong Chinese 
Orchestra. 








(a) seating area 










Yes With a seating capacity of 2000, the 
auditorium can accommodate 100 
musicians on its orchestral platform and a 
choir of 100. 
2.2 Storage area Yes 
2.3 Lobby 
(ticketing) 
5 100 Yes 丁he area is provided with information desk 
and ticketing counter, location guide maps 
direction signs and publicity posters. 
2.4 Admin. Office 10 70 Yes 
2.5 Cloakroom 30 Yes Place for visitors to check in their parcels, 
cases, umbrellas, etc. It also serves as a 
security control measure. 
2.6 Washrooms Yes he number depends on the general 
design of the building and the regulation. 
he handicapped should be catered for. 
According to Building Regulations, the 
ollowing quantity of sanitary figments are 
required: 
No. of male served: 1000 











Total Area: 2800 
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3. The Theat re (Reci ta l Hall) 
In contrast to the Concert Hall, the Theatre is designed for 
smaller, more intimate productions and is particularly 
suitable for the needs of drama performances and school 
events. It is aimed to create an intimate feeling between 
actors and audience. 
•rWi^ R^nsms...... 








(a) seating area 










Yes To provide facilities for smaller scaled 
drama, lectures, talks and slide show. It 
is also designed for film programme. 
3.2 Control room 5 50 Yes Containing audio-mixing and control 
CO门soles as well as visual control 
equipment. 
3.3 Storage area 200 Yes 
3.4 Lobby (ticketing) 50 Yes The area is provided with information 
desk and ticketing counter, location guide 
maps, direction signs and publicity 
posters. 
3.5 Cloakroom 20 Yes Place for visitors to check in their parcels, 
cases, umbrellas, etc. it also serves as 
a security control measure. 
3.6 Admin. Office 5 50 Yes 







The number depends on the general 
design of the building and the regulation. 
The handicapped should be catered for. 
According to Building Regulations, the 
following quantity of sanitary figments are 
•equired: 
^0. of male served: 300 
^0. of female served: 300 
Total Area: 1000 
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4. The Exhibi t ion Hall 
The Exhibition Hall offers spaces for trade and art 
display. It also provides access to places 
overlooking the waterfront and integrates with the 
outdoor exhibition area. 







4.1 Exhibition Gallery 700 Yes For special topic art shows, overseas and 
local exhibitions. Audio-visual 
presentation will be included. 
4.2 Group Reception/ 
Orientation 
50 Yes This is the area for receiving group 
visitors like students, tourists and 
members of cultural bodies. Here the 
groups will be briefed. 
4.3 Rest spaces 50 Yes Places for rest. Preferably in a number 
of small spaces adjacent to galleries, with 
a harbour view. 
4.4 Washrooms 50 Yes The number depends on the general 
design of the building and the regulation. 
The handicapped should be catered for. 
According to Building Regulations, the 
following quantity of sanitary figments are 
required: 
No. of male served: 100 
No. of female served: 100 
4.5 Cloakroom 15 Yes 
( 
4 
Place for visitors to check in their parcels, 
-ases, umbrellas, etc. It also serves as 
a security control measure. 
Total Area: 870 
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__The Entrance Hall 
The Entrance Hall is designed to act as an orientation 
area serving all the facilities including the library, the 
concert hall, the theatre and the exhibition hail. It also 
contains a restaurant and some bookstores and art 
supplies rental. 







5.1 Group Reception 
& Orientation 
400 Yes The area is provided with information 
desk, location guide maps, direction 
signs and publicity posters. 
This is the area where visitors first 
come in the Town Hall, it is the place 
where group visitors gathered and 
briefed. 
5.2 Cloakroom 30 Yes Place for visitors to check in their 
parcels, cases, umbrellas, etc. It also 
serves as a security control measure. 
5.3 Bookstore and Art 
Supplies Shop 
300 Yes It supplies publications of the 
Provisional Urban Council. Besides 
serving the public interest，it also helps 
to draw an income. 
5.4 Town Hall Office 20 200 Yes 
5.5 Staff Washrooms 50 Yes The number of washrooms depend 
upon the final desiqn of the building 






To house CCTV and security 
equipment. Close -circuit television 
system to be watched by security 
Dfficers. 
5.7 URBTIX Box 
Office 
5 100 Yes "or selling tickets of various activities 
hrough the Urbtix Tickets System 
Total Area: 1100 
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^ Marriage Registry 









4 50 Yes 
6.2 Staff Office 12 200 Yes 
6.3 Marriage Registry 
Room 
30 200 Yes 
6.4 Cloakroom 30 Yes 
Total Area: 480 
7. Other F;iri l i t i i 







7.1 Town Hall 
Restaurant 
400 1000 Yes 
7.2 Cafes 200 500 Yes 
8. SuDDort Services 





















-oading and unloading to be well 
ocated for easy access by vehicles; an 
area for crates to be unpacked for 
mmediate examination and 
)reparation work; sheltered area for 
vork and preferably on the lowest 
loor. 
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“Hong Kong is uniquely placed to bring together the cultures of China and 
fAie West In the City Hall we hope to see performances of music and drama， 
and exhibitions of arts connected with literature and painting both Chinese 
a/Id Western, for the benefit of all who live in Hong Kong of whatever race. ” 
bv Sir Robert Black, then Governor of Hong Kong, in February, 1960. 
4. The Design 
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4. The Design 
4.1 Mission Statement Re-stated 
Developing a new Town Hall on the Tamar Basin to create a new 
civic focus which demonstrates a new integration between the city 
hinterland and the waterfront. It also interacts with a number of 
waterfront amenities such as parks, cafe and festival marketplace; 
hence the harbour is the real public space of the city. 
Site Location: Tamar Reclaimed Basin in Central 
Outline zoning plan of Central district, 1998 May 
38 
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4.2 Organization Diagram 
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Functional diagram for the Urban Council's Library 
40 
All Architecture between the City Hinterland and the Water Front,s Edge A ‘..,、|,,,；,, 
Flow Diagram of the Exhibition Hall 
厂一 C A 斥 一 
1 
- T\aBUC 
E M T R T 
Functional diagram for exhibition and display area 
41 
All Architecture between the City Hinterland and the Water Front,s Edge A ‘..,、|,,,；,, 
Flow Diagram of the Concert Hall and Theatre 
II � - • “ -
O F t e： 
Functional diagram for the concert hall and the theatre 
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4-3 Functional Flow Diagram of the Town Hall 
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Optional Centralized Entrance Hall 
The library, concert hall, theatre, exhibition hall and 
the marriage registry should each have its own 
entrance lobby as well as administrative office 
respectively. There is also a possibility to locate a 
centralized entrance hall as a welcoming public 
space to serve all these facilities in addition to their 
individual entrance lobbies. 
Two groups of functions 
Among these facilities, the concert hall, the theatre 
and the exhibition hall should be located near to 
each other or grouped together owing to their similar 
functions. On the other hand, the public library and 
the marriage registry are functions which are more 
independent. 
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4.4 Planning Strategy 
Except the Council Chamber, the new Town Hall is made up of six 
major components for public uses. They are: 
The Urban Council's Library 
A Conccrt Hall 
A Theatre 
An Exhibition Hall 
The Marriage Registry 
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4.5 Design Options for the Spatial Organization 
In order to find out the most suitable functional organization for the Town Hall, the spatial 
relationships between all the major facilities are studied. lt comes up with some options on the 
spatial organization and they are shown as follows: 
o;o 1'-l-· ,;'-\_rlrir-n--( -t-. -:~~'t-~.:.J\ re··-< "'t:" ·;-.. , 
I:'P.-.1' • ~ ~ ¥ ) L-y--· 
~---· Dtr~ ~f~C=: <I ~_x 
"' , -tA ~ ., ,...... ..,_ -~-v-Jl_fJLJ L.h..l· t /--CA..f' .. f) -; _,~::_ -----------
~-~ _. - - - -. rt.'- / / .. /"' '--- ............ ~----·~ - --· -.... / ~ ~ 
• . v-. ·< . .~- .... · r 
... '- 1/ ~~~lll EH\k.FII>K.~ ~ ) -{ ...,_ ,___ / . Hf•~ ~~ ' ' kN--1- l.fbAA&~ 1~ ,~ ~ ~ ------~1 ! 
'"· 1:1~ ~ I l I _/"..-{ ~ .. --! .. ~ ~ J "•"" ~.l:J-/ 
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Open Space as 
Entry 
Scheme 3 
Lifting up the 
building. 
Space flow on 
Ground Level 
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Sch I f ' S l n f f i z e d Entrance Hall serving all the Facilities 
l / y 
— ‘ ^ — 一 —； 
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4 
49 
Try to find out what kinds of waterfront promenade 
could be applied and suitable to this site area, such as 
activities. 
Water is an important feature and everybody loves to be 
near to the water or even touch it. 
50 
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Comments from interim reviews 
Comments from reviewers 
It is not necessary to provide a centralized entrance hall 
connecting to other facilities, although it is an efficient way 
for leading people to different amenities. 
The entrance hall, as a public main entry, should be 
integrated to the outdoor open space. 
There is unfortunately a front and back of this site, the 
design should respond to this issue in terms of the form 
3门d functions. 
The heavy road at the back of the site is a real barrier, so 
it is necessary to strengthen the connection from the two 
directions of the promenade. 
Try not to make the building become introverted like the 
Cultural Centre in TST. It should rather be more open up 
to the harbour. 
Intimate public oven space formed bv the buildins complex 
All Architecture between the City Hinterland and the Water Front,s Edge A ‘..,、|,,,；,, 
4.6 Concept Layouts 
In planning the building layout, two main factors must 
be consideered in responseto the specific site. They 
2. 
Site specific 
Project Theme - a transition 
Within the three different design approaches mentioned before, some quick building layouts were studied. 
Eventually, the approach of using a common entrance hall, with an outdoor open space embraced by the 
building is selected as the final design. 
A common entrance hall approach 
/ 
Responding to the back and front of the site 
_ _ to^ 
• - 〜 • * • 
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Succeeding Concept Layouts 
It does not respond to the site well since it is 
liked an object sitting on the ground. The 
building doesn't create spaces and has no 
relationship to the surrounding space. 
Try not to think from the building first, but from 
the outdoor space and use the space to drive 
the building form. 
The concept of having the public open plaza 
embraced by the building is good. 
The shape of the spreading wings has not 
necessarily to be formal curve. They can be 
turned in segments in responding to the site 
environment. 
The amenities on the ground level is important 
and it should be accommodated with some 
uses which will draw activities such as cafe 
and restaurants and some retails. 
52 
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4.7 Design Concepts 
An entrance hall connecting two wings 
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Maximizing the degree of transparence 
through the building. 
The back wall of the concert hall could be either 
closed or opened up through a clean unreflected 
glass so that the harbour view could become an 
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4.9 Building Structure and Systems 
structural Concept 
Superstructure: Basically，the superstructure is composed of steel frame in welded and bolted 
connections and with a 7 x 7m column grid. Floors are made with steel decking 
welded to primary frame member, with cast-in-place concrete topping which carries 
bracing effect to the frame. 
Curtain wall units of glass attached to structural steel frame. Movable louver system 








Ducts, with diffusers are suspended from structure in ceiling plenum. 
Electrical wires and cables places mainly in access floor plenum. They can also be 
located in ceiling plenum for lighting. 
Sprinkler system was suspended form structure in ceiling plenum. 
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65 





Suspended acoustical tiles are 
used as interior ceilings. 
Timber floor system with carpet 
on structural electrified floor. 
Fluorescent light fixture will be 
applied in ceiling. Natural light 
will also be a major source of 
lighting for the interior space. 
External Skin Approach 
• The envelope is structurally independent of the 
steel frame, providing flexibility in weight, size 
and configuration of the envelope system. 
• In order to maintain a sense of lightness and 
allowing the users to sit nearer to the windows, a 
glass with system is chosen to enhance this 
effect. 1750 x 3000 glass panel are attached to 
the aluminum mullion which is hold by a 
horizontal aluminum boom supported by the 
structural steel column through strut castings. 
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"Begin to identify with the Joys and terrors of the 
in what we build/' 
"Benjamin Thompson Wins Gold Medal," 
man who will spend his life 
Architecture, January 1992，p. 17. 
5. Appendices 
、 
• • < I « 
•t 
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Retailing and gardens 
Strengths of project: 
• Recognition of potential 一 Th 
the creation of a pedestrianise( 
from the Opera House to the H 
had been recognized early in 
careful analysis of the potential 
was made. Visual and physic与 
waterfront were created. Land 
replanned to provide new uses 




)f each section 
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5.1 Precedent Studies 
1 Darling Harbour in Sydney，Australia 
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Variety of activities - The design orients toward the 
harbor and the generous brick promenade, as wide 
as 90 feet. A lively mix of cafes, restaurants and 丨 
retail activities fronts the harbour and animates the— 
promenade. 
Centrally located park as connection - The 
Tumbalong Park, which is a centrally located park, is , 
visible from and is linked to the harbour area by the ‘ 
continued brick promenade. It leads people from 
inner city to the waterfront. 
Sense of unity — Street furniture, paving,' 
landscaping, lighting, signage and even colour 
schemes are carefully designed to effect a greater 
u n i t y . , , 丨 • ‘ . ； 
.. I ‘ ‘ 1 • . 1 1 . I . I 
‘ • � • • I ‘ , I _ ' ,, -‘ •> 
Sensible materials 一 The use of brick for the whole 
waterfront promenade and the use of a wooden edge 
of the promenade provide a nice touch for people. 
Collection of institutions - BuMmgs along the 
Darling Harbour waterfront are mainly institutional 
and cultural buildings such as museum, gallery, 
opera house and cinematheque. These add a 




Components: the New England Aquarium 
A 40-storey apartment tower 
Waterfront park 
Marinas 
Retail and Housing 
The Quincy Marketplace 
Strengths of project: 
• Ptacing the highway underground — Boston in 
the mid-1950s built the Fuitzgerald Expressway 
between downtown and the waterfront. The 
waterfront was cut from the city by this 
expressway. Today it is rectifying this blunder 
by putting the roadway underground. 
• Marketplace as connector- The Quincy 
Marketplace although is not locate along the 
waterfront area, it acts as a strong link between 
festival marketplaces and waterfront 
redevelopment. It leads people from the city 
centre to the waterfront. 
• A welcoming public gateway - The centerpiece 
is a 3.5-storey archway that provides 
unobstructed harbor views from downtown and is 
the public's invitation to enter. 
• Stepping down feature 一 the Rowe's Wharf is 
stepping down from the street to the waterfront, 
from its 15-story maximum then gradually drops 
to seven stories, then three and finally to a 
walkway at harbor's edge. 
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Rowe's Wharf in Boston 
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Weaknesses: 
• Lack of amenities - Besides the high-level 
buildings, the waterfront is lacking a lower-level 
cafe or restaurant and shop scene which can 
definitely add to the overall liveliness of Rowe's 
Wharf. 
• Lack of communication between building and 
water- The overall feeling expressed by the 
waterfront buildings and spaces is quite formal. 
Buildings are b i ^ k y ^ d —dp n(^tpke maximum、、 
advantage of .^e v ^ a p i r ^ ^ ^ 
Visual Connection 
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5.1.3 Common things between Case Studies 
Form these precedents of waterfront development, we can identify some of the common things between 
them which in fact contribute a lot to their successes: 
• Public AccessibUity-this means physical access to and along the water body and visual access down 
view corridors. 
• Variety of Activities 一 most of the successful waterfronts consist of mixed uses and provide many 
choices for the public, such as waterside cafe, sensitive sitting, public parks, outdoor plazas and other 
public educational facilities such as museums, aquariums and halls. 
• Form of Building — many of the buildings along the waterfront, whatever their functions, carry a special 
architectural language which expresses a sense of permeability, softness and communication with the 
water body. 
• Buiiding Functions — waterfronts are sites for public educational facilities including marketplaces, 
museums of different kinds, as well as halls of fame and aquariums, the latter a particularly striking 
phenomenon with a great potential to involve citizens of a丨 age directly with the environment. 
• Respecting individual Heritage — each successful waterfront development respects its own heritage 
and responds accordingly to its waterfront and city context. 
71 
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5.2 Studies on Waterfront Promenade 
This study aimed at analyzing the essential 
elements on a waterfront promenade which 
contribute to a successful waterfront environment. 
The study will compare between different 
waterfront treatments. Basically the study can be 
divided into two areas as follows: 
1 • Essential elements along the Promenade — 
including lighting, seating, shading devices. 
2. Possible functions of the outdoor open space. 
Essential elements along the promenade 
Seating 
Types ot Seatings 
V 
.•丨丨 Elev^bd icvd 
As the TST waterfront promenade, 
elevated walkway with seats is 
provided which brings another kind 
of effect on appreciating the 
harbour view 
The weakness of this kind of 
setting is that it blocks the 





i!< 1,1 Siiparated Benches 
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。）Railings 
This type of setting was applied in 
the Sydney waterfront promenade. 
Railings are designed as seats. 
The weakness is that the seats have 
to be facing backwards from the 
harbour, decreasing the opportunity 
of enjoying the view. 
2. Shading device 
ryp(”; o\ Sfviding | a) Trees and Greeno-y 
r 气 丨 
兔/ 0 
：！ • 1 • 
J )'. i ! ‘ ‘ 
ilLu’"", 1 
「 ： n 
> Bv Trees 
by Shading Devi ces 
J T^  !'丨「T 
I 1 i 
Iv, By Shading Dcvicos 
3. Edge Profile 
Tyoes of Pro'ils 丨 ai Prejected 
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Let the water come in 
Outdoor Space 
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'.S 41 liiji J ‘‘ Waterfront Cafe 
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5.3 Building Regulation Compliance 
ViCTC-R!A HARSCVR 
Town Planning Ordinance 
According to the outline zoning plan of Central District prepared by the Town Planning Board under the Town 
Planning ordinance in May 1998’ the Tamar Reclaimed Basin is zoned as G/IC(3). 
The maximum height of any building within this type of zone should be restricted to 180 m. 
Building (Planning) Regulations 
There is no specific control on the plot ratio with this site area. It is suggested that the site coverage should 
not exceed 60%. 
For a building of public entertainment, facilities for the disabled should be provided in the following areas: 
1. The area of the main foyer 
2. The spectator level with one wheel chair space for every 400 seats in the auditorium. 
3. Toilets for the use of the public. 
In accordance with the regulation no. 43’ every part of any building used as a place of public assembly shall 
be not more than 24m from a staircase, passage or other normal means of egress. 
Building (Standards of Sanitary fitments, plumbing and drainage works) Regulations 
The no. and types of sanitary fitments are subject to the regulation no. 6 for Places of public entertainment.. 
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5.4 Building Cost Estimation 
G.F.A. Breakdown 
Total Site Area 29000 sq.m. 
Total Gross Floor Area: 24700 sq.m. 
Total Landscaped/paving Area: 20800 sq.m. 
Site Coverage: 28% 
Gross Area of library 6500 sq.m 
Gross Area of auditorium and theatre 3800 sq.m. 
Gross Area of workplace 9100 sq.m. 
Gross Area of basement carpark 3000 sq.m. 
Assuming the Site Development Cost (including site investigation, preparation, drainage and utility supplies) 
be HKD$ 1,000 miflion 
According to surveyors Aevett & Bailey first quarter of 1998 prices, 
the average cost for library is 
the average cost for auditorium 
the average cost for office (high quality) 
the average cost for basement carpark 
HKD$ 16000 per sq.m. 
HKD $ 28000 per sq.m. 
HKD $ 14000 per sq.m. 
HKD $ 8500 per sq.m. 
According to Spon's Budget Estimate Handbook, 1996. 
The average cost for high quality landscaping/paving : HKD $ 900 
The construction cost for library 
The construction cost for auditorium & theatre 
The construction cost for workplace 
The construction cost for basement carpark 
The construction cost for landscaping 
=HKD$ 16000x6500 
=104 million HKD 
=HKD$ 28000x3800 
=106 million HKD 
=HKD$ 14000x9100 
=127 million HKD 
= HKD$ 8500x3000 
=25.5 million HKD 
=HKD$ 900x20800 
=18.7 million HKD 
Total Building Cost =104+106+127+25.5+18.7 million HKD 
=381 million HKD 
Add Professional fee estimated to be at 12% of building cost = 46 million HKD 
Total Development Cost = 1000+381+46 = 1,427 mil l ion HKD 
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